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CANDIDATE NAME: PETER CLOUT 

BIOGRAPHY: Peter Clout founded Vista Control 
Systems, a spin-off from Los Alamos National 

Laboratory, in 1989 and retired from the company in 
December 2017. Vista Control Systems sells a software 

product for collecting, displaying and storing real-time 
data. It used in government, research and industry. 

Before founding Vista, he developed control systems for 
two particle accelerators at Los Alamos. Going back 

further, he was for three years at the European Molecular 
Biology Laboratory in Hamburg, Germany and before 

that Daresbury Laboratory in England working on 
standards for CAMAC and developing data acquisition 

systems. Peter has degrees in Physics from University 
College, London (BSc) and the University of York (DPhil). 

He spent some time computer programming prior to 
entering University College London at English Electric. Thus, his entire career has been 

involved with computers and the electronics associated with real-time systems for 
research initially and then industry and government applications. 

 
CITATION: For transforming the Society Review process into a more beneficial 
experience for reviewed societies and TAB. 

 
DESCRIPTION OF ACCOMPLISHMENT(S) RELATIVE TO THE CREATION, 

DEVELOPMENT, OR ADVANCEMENT OF THE TECHNICAL OBJECTIVES OF THE 
IEEE:   

On taking up the position of Chair of the Society Review Committee, Peter found 
that 18 of the reports from the previous four years had not been completed. These 
he quickly processed and by the end of April 2002 he was able to report to the 

Strategic Planning and Review Committee (SPARC) that this had been done and 
offered them to go forward to TAB. In addition, Peter reviewed and updated the 

TAB Operations Manual entry, the review questionnaire and the review schedule. 
For the first time, his reports to SPARC featured suggested best practices identified 

in the reviews. His leadership as Chair of the TAB Society Review Committee 
encouraged good communications and improved planning of the review process. He 

initiating a committee meeting the evening before to discuss the next days reviews. 
He changed the focus of the committee’s activities from a confrontational review of 

Society activities to a constructive review focused on helping Societies improve 
their operations. Thus, the review process turned into one of a helpful conversation.  

 
In 2002-2003 the Society Review Committee reported to SPARC and did not report 

directly to TAB but through SPARC. However, Peter presented the review procedure 
as part of the leadership training each year at TAB. 

 
In 2002 TAB as a whole passed a motion of appreciation for his leadership in 

bringing the SRC up-to-date in reviews and operations. 
 



 
It could also be noted that as a member of the Ad Hoc committee formed after 

Roger Pollard’s untimely death, Peter was involved in the formation of the Hall of 
Honor and was for 3 years the first chairman of the committee and then served on 

the committee for a further 2 years. His drive and energy in promoting and leading 
the then new Hall of Honor ensured its successful establishment. 

 

DATE(S) OF ACCOMPLISHMENT(S): December 2001-December 2003 

 
RELEVANT IEEE ACTIVITIES:  

 
IEEE Board: Division IV Director, 2010-2012, Employee Benefit and Compensation 

Committee 2012-13. Audit Committee, 2011-12; Service Award Committee 
Member 2008-2011, Chair 2012-13, Past Chair 2014. IEEE Marie Sklodowska-Curie 
Award Selection Committee, Member 2009-2011, Chair 2012-13, Past Chair 2014; 

Conference Financial Management Ad Hoc 2019. 
 

Technical Activities Board (TAB): Member TAB FinCom, 2013-2018; Member 
Tab Ad-Hoc on Directory of Financial Data 2018; Chair, S/C Financial 

Guidance/Development Ad-Hoc 2018; Member TAB FinCom S/C Watchlist Ad-Hoc 
2018 and Chair 2019; Member TAB FinCom Periodicals Committee 2018; Chair, TAB 

Financial Transparency AdHoc 2014 & 2015; TAB Hall of Honor Committee Ad-Hoc 
2012; TAB Hall of Honor Committee Chairman 2013-2015; TAB Hall of Honor 

Committee Member 2016-2017; Society Review Committee: Member, 2009-10; 
Chair, 2002-03; TAB Strategic Planning Committee, 1999-2003; TAB Awards 

Committee, NPS Representative, 1999-2000; TAB Nominating Committee, 1996-
97; TAB Meetings Council, 1996; TAB, Board Member, 1995-96; TAB Public 

Relations Committee, NPS Representative, 1994-96; TAB Awards Committee, 1993-
94. 

 
Society:  Nuclear Plasma Sciences Society (NPS): Past President, 1997-98; 

President, 1995-96; Vice President, 1994; AdCom, Elected Member, 1993-96, 
1987-90; AdCom Secretary, 1992-94, 1990; Computer Applications Technical 

Committee, 1984-2006; Communications Committee, Chair, 1998-2019; 
Constitution Review Committee, 2005-07, 2000; Awards Committee: Chair, 1999-
2000; Member Ad Hoc to establish the IEEE Marie Sklodowska-Curie Award 2006-

2008; Nominations Committee: Past Chair, 1999-2000; Chair, 1997-98; Particle 
Accelerator Technical Committee, 1986-94.  

 
Particle Accelerator Conference, Program Committee, 1987 


